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= * A RIOVS are the 
ll have in Addr oe of of 

this Nature ; 
of the 170 Ape, and the Scar- 
city of Worth to thoſe 


e Piews which Authors 
re —5 dering the 75 tion 
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extravagant Encomiums in faſhion 
among oe rnd mam muſt. be 
extreamly at a loſs for even the 
ſhadow - of an Excuſe for making 
them.=—How will therefore- the 
leſs Fortunate envy my happy 
Choice of a Patron, where I have 
nothing to fear, nathing to regret, 
but 75 own Inability of praiſing as 
_—_— 


To be ſpoke well of by all, is to 
be a Prodigy which ] know not if 

_ Hiſtory affords us one Example of : 
The over-ſpreading Wings of foul 
Detraction reach from the Cottage 
to the Throne, and ſhed a Venom 
almoſt. Univerſal ; hut You, Sir ! 
are an Exception to this general 
Rule: and tho there are but few, 
too few, who. imitate your Virtues, 


there are yet fewer who wiſh they 
were leſs Ihe Reaſon of this is 
8 obvious 


— 
obwious, and needs not an Explana- 
tin: Tos have Perfections too ne- 
ceſſar to the Intereſt of the World, 
not to render the Perſon poſſeſs d of 
them admir d, and loud. hat 
uncommon Bene ficence of Nature, 
that ſoft Commiſeration which indu- 
ces you to make the Woes of all Man- 
kind your own, (with this difference 
alone, that you are more zealous for 
= Redreſs of ; 725 e gene 
than you wou'd be if muted on 
_ ſetf) 57 away all ws lity £70 
coming your Enemy, without being 
as muc 1 9 to one's own Intereſt, as 
one ſhould be to Juſtice. If to be a 
loyal Hubject, a firm and worthy 
Patriot, a Father to the Orphan, a 


Dryer of the Widows Tears, a Friend 

without deſign, and a Reliever in 

general of all thoſe Oppreſſions which 

reach your Ear; if, I ſay, to merit 
ſuch a Character, le to 2 


: 


yalyable 


dear and 


| (. vi ). 
m abe eld ig en me 
won der d at, thut yu ſhould neuer 
be mention d by _ lr 
nor bt of but with the hig 
rg 1 A Ky * ER hes 4 


But in the midſt of that Plea- 
ſure, which the Contemplation of all, 
who are ſo happy as to know you 
muſt afford, there ariſes alſo a me- 
lancholy Reflection, that when we 
ſhall haue the Misfortune "of lo- 

fing jau, there ſprings no ſecond 
Phoenix from your Afhes. How waſt 
a mitigation of our: Sorrows wound 
it be, | did you leave us a Son, the 
Inheriter of his Father's Virtues: I 
dare nat mention thoſe Graces which 
might le expected to haue been his 
Portion from the other fide, elſe, for 
the glory of my Sex, ſhould gladly 
touch, as far as my weak Pen woud 
give me leave, on ſome of thoſe many 
Marien excellent 


/ 


5 
excellent Q ualities, which render d 
her the Pride and Ornament of it; 
but ſhe now ſhines in a ſublimer 
5 ag; the Companion of Angels, 
the Delight of thoſe above, as ſhe 
was the moſt eminent Pattern of - 
Perfection here: And to remind you 
of ſo irreparable a Loſs, wou'd be 
far from anſwering the End which 
the Trifle, J take the liberty of 
preſenting you with, was deſign d for. 
I ſhall therefore add no more, than 
that I am, with the greateſt Reſpect, 


SIR, 
Your moſt Oblig d, 
Moſt Faithful, and 
Moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant. 
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— Alen which affords” ſuch” vari- 

15 ety of Characters as the MAsquz- 
rap; there are ſcarce any De- 
S grees of People, of what Religion or 
NY root that ſome time or other are 
not willing, to embrace an opportunity of par- 
taking this Diverſion.” But among the number 
of thoſe who pretty often frequented” it, was a 
Gentleman, whoſe. real Name, tor ſome reaſons, I 
ſhall conceal under that of Doxintwus He is 
young, handſome, gay, gallanc, has an affluence 
of Fortune and of Wit, is a paſſionate Lover of 
Intrigue, and *tis not to bs doubred but that With 


all theſe Accompliſhments, he found à great 
* 4% .; B ; 143) / many 
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many among the Fair Sex to encourage that diſ- 
poſition-:-He ſeldom went there without his ap- 
pointment, and it often hapned that three or 
four Ladies would give him a deſcription of 
their Habits, each in hope to be the Favourite 
She, which ſhould that night be ſingled out, and 
triumph o'er the reſt in his diſtinguiſh'd Ad- 
dreſſes. This Ambition was ſometimes the oc- 
caſion of a good deal of confuſion in his Amours, 
the jealous watchfulneſs of one would frequent- 
ly deprive him of his pleaſures with another. 
He was never without Embaraſſments of that 
nature: It took up great part of his time in 
reading, and anſwering the Reproaches and 
Complaints he daily received from thoſe who 
thought themſelves ſlighted; and if his Thoughts 
and Pen had not been equally ſwift, he would 
ſoen have had no leifure for new Attacks. 
By a very great chance, one evening he went, 
entirely difingaged, to this Scene of Gallantry ; 
but Furtune, who ſeemed glad of this opportu- 
nity. to get the ſtart of Love, threw an Adven- 
ture in his way, Which at his coming there he i 
little thought of. A fine Shepherdeſs whoſe Bon | 
Mien had attracted the eyes and addreſſes of a 
great number of the Aſſembly, either thro* being 
roo. ſtrait lac d, or the extreme heat of the place, 
for there was a great deal of company that 
night, was ſo overcome, that ſhe fell down in a F 
fainting Fit in the midſt of a croud of Gentle- | 
men, who had gathered round her: Doxmtnus 
was among them, and was one of the firſt that 
endeavoured to bring her to herſelf, He was 
too well acquainted With the Sex, to be a ſtranger , 
to. Vapours,- Spleen, and thoſe other faſhiona- 
ble Diſtempers, which are often of great ſervice 


— 


nothing in her beſide is found worthy of ob- 


he who had the pleaſure of perceiving ! r re- 
turns of Life, and catchin 5 firſt Seb Which 
iſſued from the ſtruggling Soul I— Tis Ft 
to determine, whether, at the firſt pluckiag ot 
her Mask, the ſight of her Face gave greater 
Motives of uneaſineſs to the Men or che Women 
which were about her; thoſe only Who habe ex- 
rienced what it is to love or envy, can be 
udges what kind of pains the one felt in a hape- 

leſs Deſire, or the other in ſeeing themſelves ſo far 
out- rivall'd. Nature never form'd Features more 
compleatly lovely than thoſe of this Fair indiſ- 
poſed, all the Graces ſeem'd aflembled in her 
Countenance, ——a thouſand dimpled Charms 
play'd round her lovely Month, ——a,thou- 
{and little Loves laugh'd in her ſhining. Eyes,. 
the Delicacy of her Complexion exceeded all 
compariſon, —her Neck, her Breaſts, her fine- 
proportion'd Hands and Arms, there was 
no part of her expos'd_ to view, that did not 
diſcover a Beauty peculiar to itſelf ——The lit- 
tle Confuſion and thoſe modeſt Bluſhes which at- 
tended it, added ſomewhat to the Luſtre of her 
narive Charms ; ſhe thank'd all thoſe who had 
been aiding to her l with a Voice ſo ful 
| | WE | or 


'of Harmony, and a Look ſo ſweetly uhobent, that 
it had a wonderful effect on all; but DoxniExus, 
whoſe Heart was eaſily ſet on fire by the fight 
of the leaſt kindling Beauty,” cou'd not behold 
Perfection, ſuchas hers, without feeling an exceſs 
ol that Paſſion it was created to inſpire ;—former 
Succeſſes gave him a greater boldneſs than is or- 
dinarily the conſequence of Love. — He Was too 
well acquainted with bis own Power of pleaſing, 
to ſuffer thro” a fear to offend ; and While the 
others bow'd and retir'd at a becoming diſtance, 
hat ſhe” might have leaye to recover. thoſe 'Di - 
© orders, which Her late Swoon, and the Shame for 
being ſo fuxpriz d, had thrown her in; he ſtill 
continued holding her in his Arms, excuſing 
himſelf, for doing ſo, by telling her he fear'd ſhe 
was not yet perfectly well, and that he 8995 


140 ernie ; 


rien ds evi m. 
— n Love there is a Time, - 4-2 


N 1 o 


Pay, 


| _ When dull Obedience is the greateſt Crime. | . 


* 


| Tho' this Lady entreated and ſtruggled to 
5 get looſe, he call read in her Eyes, thoſe in- YN 
| fallible Betrayers of the Heart, that he did not 1 
. diſoblige her in refuſing her Requeſt: He en- | 
| tertain d her with ſo much Wir and Gallantry, 


. 
. — 


and the appearance of ſo violent a Paſſion, that 

ſhe, who was by nature pretty amorous, and 

| eaſy to receive an impreſſion, cou'd not fail a ſuſ- 
_ ceptibility of Charms,” which there are very few 
in the world to equalize. ' She had often heard of 

' Doxwexvs, had ſeen him at a diſtance, and *tis 
" Probable wiſ'd to be addreſs'd by him in the 
\ 5 . "Ie manner 


* — 
— w! , , ue gy a 
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(5) 
manner ſhe now was: She had not artifice'enough 
to diſguiſe the pleafure ſhe took in his Conver- 
ſation, from a Penetration ſo nice, and ſo expe- 
rienced as his. He made his advantage of thoſe 
Glances which ſhe could not reſtrain, and de- 
ſirous of being inform d of what Character and 


Circumſtances ſhe was, made uſe of all his 


Eloquence to perſuade her to permit him to 
accompany her home: had ſhe had any real 
Scruples to oppoſe what he requeſted, *he had 
Wit enough to find Arguments againſt them; 
but as ſhe had none but ſuch as were infpir' d 
only by a fear of appearing too ftee, and conſe- 
quently but faintly urged, was not long before 
ſhe ſuffer'd herſelf to be'prevail*d on, to grant 
what perhaps ſhe. wiſh'd with no leſs Ardency. 
than him who ask'd it. Two Chairs were im- 
mediately call'd, and he had the Satisfaction of 
publickly triumphing o'er a Number who wiſh? 

to be in his place, as in his own' "Thoughts H 

doubted not of doing ſo in private over all thoſe 
Scruples, Virtue, Fear, or Honout, might raiſe 
in her Breaſt to the prejudice'of his Deſire. ** 7 
Being come to her Horſe, (which was a very 
handfome and well-furniſh'd one) the Obliga- 
tions ſhe lay under for the care he'had'taken of 


her, 'ſerv'd as 'an'excuſe for the extrabrdinary 


Reception ſhe gave hi * — There was no- 
thing the Seaſon afforded of rich, and rate, but 
ſhe order'd for his Entertainment” ;*and” he eafily 


had the Addrefs to draw from her in Converſa- 


tion ſo much of her Affairs, as ro know ſhe was 
a Widow, and liv'd wholly independent on the 
Favour of any Relation whatever. This In- 
formation not a little pleas'd him, there was no 
danger of any Father or Husband to interpoſe 
% between 


AK 


between him and his, Deſigus ;——all he had 
toapprehend, was, that as they both were ſingle, 
ſhe might expect that were he really poſleſs'd 
of. that Paſſion he would have; her believe, he 
would, make Overtures of a different nature to 
thoſe be eyer had done to any, and which, as 
loyely. as he thought her, were no way agree- 
able co;his Humour. s he was perfectly 
acquainted Wich the World, and in particular 
with the Foibles, Paſſions, and Inadvertencies 
of ch air Sex 15 2 5 ſuxeſt Method 

| ſucceeding in ſuch a Caſe, was not to give 
ber time ſor Reflection. He therefore pres d 


eee eee 


Ic endernef ſeducing-Arts 
Men, how dull and ſlupid ſoever_ they appear 
in other things, but have Artifice enough this 

way : But Dorwenvs, as he had a ſhare of 
Mit infinitely. ſuperiour to moſt of his Sex, ſo he 
had alſo. a Face and Perſon which render'd the 
Blandiſhments he made uſe of more graceful and 
perſuaſie : All Eyes become not Love; ſome, 
inſtead of the impreſſiye Langui ſhment they would 
afſume, degenerate into a heavy Dullneſs, rather 
forbidding, than exciting the Paſſion they would 
raiſe; but his, whatever Air they wore, were 
always charming! whether the gay Delights 
of Hope revell'd in their Glances, or trembling 
Doubt aw'd their contracted Fires in down-caſt 

uiſhment ! whether they ſeem'd to tri- 
umph or beſeech, they were enchanting ſtill |— 
every kind of Look tranſporting ! _ 1 

Voaſt was their Power, and numberleſs the 
Conqueſts they had gain'd !——DaLirpa, (for 
foal I call th preſens Vim of their force) 


thoſe melting Tenderneffes, th 


TW: 70 
b not Arguments ſufficient to confute the 
Strenuduſneſs of thoſe he urg'd, and even Rea- 
ſon ſeemꝰ' d to take the part of Love. In 
ne, that very Night he compleated his Con- 
ueſt, and got poſſeſſion of all the Joys the 
ego Prize could give. The God of ten- 
der Inſpirations with pleaſure beheld the Sa- 
crifice was made him, . 42 the amorous 
Pair with doubled Vigour, and uncommon 
Rapture. The happy 1 confeſs d a 
Tranſport beyond what he e er felt before, and 
the unrepenting Fair avow'd her lovely Cons 
queror” s unequal'd extent of charming. 

Both were ſo highly ſatisfied with each en 
that I know no way to make the Reader fo 
truly ſenſible of it, as to repeat à few Lines 
which Doximexvs, who at ſome times was very 

tically inclin'd, writ on the Tranſactions of 
this Night, and happen! d a few days after to 
ſhow'to ſome of his Friends, g re the n 
of my Remembrance run thus: 

1 * 

in arent Bur wbb nada Warmth infoir?d,". 
Alike defiring, and alike der d. 
Claſp'd in each other i Arms, reſolu d to know: 
Jh extremeſt Bliſs which Nature can beo: 
Love made the Banquet, each a hungry Gueſt, 
With greedineſs devour'd the luſcious Fuaft't 
While their full Eyes with Extaſy ran , 
Enjoying all, yet craving ſtill for more 
Foys too ſublime for Language to expreſt, 
And which even 7 Wg N muſt reader leſs. 


is certain that der a time they had for each 
other, Charms which they imagin'd were not 
to be found elſewhere ; ſhe really doated on him 

4 with 


” A 
with a Tranſcendency of Paſſion, and he, tho' 
ever accounted the moſt roving and inconſtane = 
of his Sex, prefer d the Conqueſt of her Heart to 
all the others he had made, not only becauſe it 
was the laſt; but alſo that When he conſulted 
his Judgment, he knew of none that had the 
thouſandth part of her Merit ; for ſome 
Months he devoted himſelf entirely to her, and 
in all probability ſne might much longer have 
_  continu'd the reigning Miſtreſs of his Soul, had 
ſhe not- herſelf been acceſſary to her own Miſ- 
fortune, by a Miſmanagement, which thoſe who 
love, as ſhe did, to Madneſs, can hardly avoid 
falling into There is nothing in the world 
more difficult than to forbear talking of that 
on which our Thoughts are continually em- 
ploy'd ; and as the Idea of her belov'd Doki- 
- MENUS was never from her Mind, no Converſa- 
tion was pleaſing in which he had not a part. 
Whatever Company ſhe happen'd to be in, ſhe 
always found ſome pretence to make him the 
'Theme of her Diſcourſe, and even among thoſe 
who were the-greateſt Strangers to him, would 
invent ſome way to introduce his Name. 
But all this fell ſhort of the Satisfaction ſhe 
wanted: Her Soul, full of his Charms, 
wild twixt Deſire and Tranſport, could not 
contain the vaſt Exceſs. —— She long d to im- 
part the mighty Bliſs ; ſhe panted, to pour out 
the overwhelming Tranſport. . — 
Pmrxzcra, a young Lady, on whoſe Wit, 
Generoſity, and Good- nature ſhe had an entire 
dependence, was the Perſon ſhe made choice of 
to be intruſted with the dear burthen of this Se- 
eret; and while ſhe related to her the particu- 


lars of her Happineſs, felt in the delicious Re- 
15 pre- 
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preſentation a Pleaſure, perhaps, not much in- 
feriour to that which the Reality afforded —— 
Having brought herſelf to make this Confidance, 
ſhe no ſooner parted from his Embraces, than 
ſhe flew to her fair Friend, gave her the whole 
Hiſtory of what had paſs'd between them 
repeated every tender Word he ſpeke not the 
leaſt fond Endearment was forgot deſcrib'd his 
Looks——his melting Preflures——his Ar- 
dours ! — his Impatiencies ! his Exta- 
ſies! ——his Languiſhments ! ——endeavour'd 
to make her ſenſible how different he was from 
other Lovers how much beyond his Sex !— 
with what a God-like Sublimity of Paſſion he 
ador'd her !\——and, what was more prodigious 
than the reſt, aſſured her, that each Enjoyment 
but encreaſed Deſire. . 

\ PrmiLECTaA, who had herſelf ſuffered much by 
Love, and the Ingratitude of a Man who had 
deceiv d her with Profeſſions of much the ſame 
nature with thoſe her Friend ſeem'd now ſo 


= certain were ſincere, liſten'd to her at firſt only 


with Compaſſion, not doubting but that in a 
very little time ſhe ſhould: hear from her as 
many Expreſſions of Complaint fs now ſhe did 
of Rapture. But Pity wearing off, by be- 
ing at length brought to believe *twas needleſs ; 
a different Paſſion roſe. in its ſtead : ſhe began 
to envy the Happineſs of her Friend 
ſince her own Deception, ſhe had not believ'd 
there was ſuch a thing as Conſtancy in Man, 
would never encourage any Addreſſes that were 
offer'd her——had retir'd herſelf from Compa- 
ny; and having with a vaſt deal of Pain, at 
laſt, ſet free her Mind from a Paſſion which 
had been ſo Serve, ny her Peace, deſpis d 
the 


COR -- 
the Eſſects ſhe ſaw of it in others. But now 
to hear daily thoſe luſcious Deſcriptions of con- 
tinued Ardours—to read his Letters, and to 
find that till the laſt was more endearing than 
the former, gave her, as ſhe imagined, ſufficient 
Reaſon to complain of the Severity of her own 
Fate, which permitted her not to have known 
thoſe Joys which ariſe from the Proof of re- 
ciprocal Affection. 

She had never ſeen Doxitmenvs, but was per- 
fectly well acquainted with his Character, and 
was therefore the more ſurpris'd that a Man 
whom all the World talk'd of as the handſom- 
eſt, wittieſt, and moſt inconſtant of his Sex, 
ſhould now confine himſelf to one who in her 
Opinion was far from meriting it from him 
Dalixpa indeed (would ſhe cry to herſelf) has 
Beauty, but there are other Women as agreeable 
in their Perſons, and infinitely more ſo in their 
Converſation, that have not met with ſo grate- 
ful a Return.——I cannot think what he ſees 
in her, —ſhe has nothing but a Face to re- 
commend her, ——ſhe has no Wit, every 
thing ſhe ſays is trifing——all her Notions are 
poor and inſignificant and I am certain has 
hot Delicacy enough of Soul to be capable to 
any degree of that Paſſion ſhe ſeems ſo fond of 
profeſſing. She may like, but tis impoſſible 
| ſhe ſhould love. | 

It was not that Prt.zcra was naturally ad- 
dicted to Detraction, or that ſhe had too good 
an opmion of her own Merits not to think fa- 
vourably of thoſe of another ; for excepting 
the Beauty of her Perſon, ſhe was in reality 
every way ſuperior to Dartinpa, and inferring 
from that Judgment that DoxiuxNus — no 
| ar- 


( 11 ) 
farther than the exterior Part, could not believe 
him a Man of that Nicety ſhe had heard him 
fam'd for. When ſhe reflected on his manner 
of writing, ſhe was convinced he had am un- 
common ſhare of Wit: but then, when ſhe 
conſider d how little the other was capable of 
anſwering his Letters, ſhe knew not how he 
could reconcile to his good Senſe the ſending 
them doo i 26 nn e 10; 161256 
The Arguments ſhe made uſe of for and a- 
gainſt him in her Mind, raiſed at length a pro- 
digious deſire to entertain him: ſhe fancied 
that if ſhe had an opportunity of talking to 
him half an hour, ſhe ſhould be able to form a 
more exact Judgment of his Sentiments, and 
Humour, than all ſhe could gather from De- 
ſcription. She told Dal ſhe had a Curio- 
ſity of ſeeing her Lover, and deſir d ſhe might 
be admitted to come, as by Accident, to viſit her 
ſome day when he was with her; but as indif- 
ferent an opinion as ſhe had of this Lady's 
Underſtanding, ſhe found it not ſo eaſy to pre- 
vail on her to grant this Requelt, as ſhe had- 
imagined; In ſpite of that Knowledge moſt 
Women have of their own Perfection, ſhe 
doubted their Force in the preſence of one who 
had ſo many, tho” of a different Sort from thoſe 
ſhe was miſtreſs of. | wit 
If Pr zc rA had a leſs delicate Complection 
or Features not altogether caſt. in ſo fine a 
Mould, there was ſomething ſo irreſiſtibly en- 
gaging in her Eyes, as well ſupplied all other 
wants; beſides ſhe had a Shape the moſt exqui- 
fite that could be, and was the Genteeleſt Wo- 
man in the World: — then for her Converſa- 
tion, it was ſuch, that there was ſcarce a Poſſi- 
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bility of quitting it without a -wiſh to re- en- 
joy. All theſe Charms conſider d, the other 
muſt have been more weak than ſhe was 
thought to be, if ſhe had introduced the Per- 
ſon poſſeſſed of them to the Man ſhe lov'd, 
and who ſhe was ſenſible had fo true a taſte 
of Wit: ſhe would not, however, abſolutely 
refuſe her, but evaded what ſhe ask'd in as 
artful and obliging a manner as ſhe could. But 
Patecra eaſily perceiv'd it was not by her 
means ſhe ſhould ever have her Curioſity ſatiſ- 
fied, and therefore forbore repeating her requeſt, 
unleſs ſometimes to gratifyher Spleen, by put- 
ting the other to the pain of inventing Excuſes, 
which ſhe knew ſhe was not very ready at. 
The Inclination ſhe had before of ſeeing and 
ſpeaking to him, now growing ſtronger by be- 


ing oppos'd, ſhe reſolv'd to accompliſh it ſome 


way or other; and Darixnpa, according to cu- 
ſtom, ſtill continuing to inform her of all that 
paſs d between them, one day told her he had 
made her a Preſent of a Ticket for the Mas- 
QUERADE : A -Stratagem came preſently in her 
head, which ſeem'd to aſſure her of Succeſs 


She enquir'd in a careleſs manner, and ſo as 


could not be taken to have any deſign” in it, 
what Hour ſhe was to go, what Habits both 
were to wear, and whether they went together 
from her Houſe, and were to meet at the Mas- 
QUERADE, or any other Place; and being fully 
inform'd of every thing ſhe wanted to know, 
told her ſne had an Acquaintance who was the 


moſt artful Creature in the World in dreſſing 


Ladies for that Diverſion; and that, if ſhe 
pleaſed, ſhe would ſend her. 


The 


(13) 
The other joyfully accepted of the Offer, 
being willing to appear as amiable as ſhe could 


in all Dreſſes in the Eyes of Doximexnus. The 


appointed Day and Hour arriv'd, and Pu ECA 
fail'd not of ſending a Perſon to aſſiſt her in 


equipping her, as ſhe had promiſed. —This was 


a Creature of her own, whom ſhe recommend- 
ed, and under the pretence of ſerving was to de- 
lay the time.—In the mean while, ſhe dreſſed 
herſelf in a Habit, in every thing exactly the 
ſame with that which Dartinpa had told her ſhe 
was to wear; and being inform'd by her of the 
direct Hour ſhe had appointed to meet him in, 
took care to be there early enough. She 
ſoon diſtinguiſh'd the charming Spaniard (for 
it was in that Diſguiſe that her unthinking 
Friend told her he was to be) and he as ſoon 
found his Darixva (as he thought) in a neat 
Indian Slave. He ran to her, and caught 
her in his Arms, (the freedom of that Place al- 
lowing that Familiarity) which ſhe receiv'd in 
a manner becoming the Perſon he took her for, 
reſolving ſtill to act the Part ſhe had begun, *cill 
Neceſſity ſhould oblige her to confeſs the Coun- 

terfeit. | K 
His Behaviour, and the tender and obliging 
things he ſaid, made her know Datixpa had 
not boaſted of the Power ſhe had over him, 
without ſome reaſon; and that if he did not 
in reality love her, he ſo well feign'd the Paſ- 
ſion, that a Woman of more Diſcernment than 
ſhe was miſtreſs of, might have been deceiv'd 
by it. But ſhe had not an opportunity of diſco- 
vering ſo much of his manner of Converſation 
as ſhe expected. He took a ſudden fancy in his 
head of going home, and all ſhe could ſay to 
pre- 


Pi 
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revail on him to the contrary, was ineffectual : 
he told her he found himſelf a little, diſorder'd 
on the ſudden, that he was certain the Noiſe, 
Heat, and Confuſion of the place they. were in, 
would be far from affording him any Relief, and 
that he wou'd go with her to her Houle, and 
paſs the remainder of the Evening there——He 
Jo little expected a Refuſal from her, that he 
ordered Chairs, and had.. almoſt forc'd her into 
one before ſhe recover d Prefence enough of 
Mind, to think what ſhe had beſt do, and 
in the Hurry of the Apprehenſion of being car- 
ry'd to Dal ix DAs, and all her Contrivance be- 
tray d, pluck d off her Mask, and let him ſee 
his Miſtake. 
Both ſtood confounded * . 6 
He, thro' ſurprize tor what reaſon ſhe had no 
ſooner convinc'd him of it, and ſhe, thro” the 
Confuſion of her Thoughts, What Excuſe. to 
make for having done ſo. She, however, 
was the firſt who overcame it, and alluming as 
gay an Air as poſſible ;——You ſee, Sir, ſaid 
ſhe, how impoſſible it is for you to do any thing 
in private, not all your Caution to preſerve the 
Honour of Dal Ix DA, cou'd prevent a Woman, 
who ſuſpected your Amour, from detecting you 
too plainly for a Denial. If twere poſſible, 
Madam, anſwered he, for your Curioſity to be 
as diligent, as your Eyes and Wit are pene- 
trating, 1 ſhould not wonder if you made diſ- 
coveries of Secrets infinitely more conceal'd than 
this : :—Bur, continued he, (taking her Hand, and 
kiſſing it in ſpite of her Eflorts to hinder him) 
ſince, whether by Deſign or Chance, you are 
in poſſeſſion of my Secret, in juſtice to myſelf, 


I can do no other than endeavour to be * 
0 
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of Tours, at leaſt, ſo far as to know the name of 
my Conſidant, and where I may wait on her to 
conjure her to preſerve it, Truſt to my 
Generoſity for that, reſumed ſbe, ſtruggling to get 

from him. On any other Score, I will, retorted 
he, holding her more faſt, but not in this, by Hea- 
ven; nor will I give you ſo juſt a cauſe for Ridi- 
cule, as the parting from you thus unſarished 
would be. Nothing can be more impoſſible than 
that ſhe wou'd have been able to have eſcap d, 
without letting him into the whole Affair, if 
Dalixpa had not that moment approach'd the 
Place.— After all the Delays and artful Impedi- 
ments with which Phil Ecra's Emiſſary had kept 
her from interrupting them, ſhe was at laſt got 
there, where the the firſt Perſon ſhe ſaw was 
her dear Don, employed in this manner. — As 
much taken up as PICA was, ſhe preſently 
perceiv'd her, and forcing one of her Hands 
trom him, was lucky enough to get on her 
Mask before the other came near enough to 
diſcover who ſhe was. Look round, cry d 
foe, and take care you have not a Witneſs of 
what you are doing, whoſe Upbraidings will be 
more deſtructive to your Peace, than any Diſ- 
coveries I ſhall be able to make. She had 
ſcarce finiſhed theſe words, when Darinpa 
coming up to him, and giving him a little Blow 
on the Shoulder with her Fan, cry'd, "Tis well, 
Sir; I find you are of too Active a Diſpoſition 
to let a Moment paſs without its buſineſs. The 
manner in which this was ſpoke, left him no 
room to doubt that this laſt was really Dalixna, 
and in the ſudden ſurprize of being caught at 
ſuch a Juncture, let go the Hand he had kept 
Priſoner, and Phixxcra flipt thro? the + 

an 
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and got into a Chair without diſcovery :;>—He 
did not attempt to ſtay her, for tho' he would 
have almoſt given a Limb to have known who. 
ſhe was, he had more Good-Nature and Com- 

laiſance for the other, than to make any offer 
of purſuing her. It is not to be doubted, 
but that Datixpa ask'd all thoſe Queſtions 
which this Adventure render'd excuſable; but 
he was as much to ſeek for the Meaning of it as 
ſhe, and only telling her the truth of the Miſtake 
he had been betray'd into by the likeneſs of 
their Dreſs, eas'd her of great part of thoſe 


jealous Fears ſhe was at firſt fight of them 


poſſeſt with ; and purſuing the Inclination he 
had of going home with her, they paſt that 
Night as they had done many former ones. 

When Parttcra was come home, and had 
the liberty of contemplating on this Affair, 
ſhe was far from being fo well contented with 
what ſhe had done, as ſhe imagined ſhe ſhou'd 
have been. Her Curioſity, or at leaſt ſhe 
yet knew ſo little of herſelf, as to imagine, it 
was that alone which prompted her to take theſe 
Meaſures, was yet unſatisfy'd—ſhe had ſeen 
Doriwtxvs, and had talk'd to him, and was con- 
vinc'd that he was a Man of fine Figure and fine 
Senſe ; ſhe cou'd not help acknowledging alſo 
that the Tenderneſs with which. he accoſted 
her while he took her for Datinpa, in part ex- 
cuſed the Paſſion that Lady had for him, — but 
ſtill ſne wanted to know ſomething more, which 
if ſne had a ſecond Opportunity of talking to 
him, ſhe fancy'd ſhe ſhou'd be able to find 
out. She curs'd the Interruption which 
had broke off their Converſation, tho' it was 


the only means which cou'd have prevented his 
diſco- 
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diſcovering 'who ſhe was. 9 fine, ſue tvas in 
Love, — Was charm'd with him to an infinite 
degree, without being ſenſible that ſhe/ was 
ſo,—and while ſhe languiſh'd for a ſecond In- 
cerview, believ'd the Uneaſineſs ſne felt, no 
more than the effect of a Curioſity ungrati- 
filed. Small was the Repoſe ſhe took that Night, 
and to add ts" the Perturbaxions of her Mind, 
Darrwsa in the Morning came to viſit her 7 
told her; ſhe but that Moment was riſen from 
the Arms of her Charmer, and as ſhe us'd to 
do, related to her all the Paſlages of his Beha- 
viour; among the reſt, ſhe told her laughing of 
the pleaſant Miſtake he had made in Addreſſing 
another Lady for her, and that he cou'd not be 
perſuaded* it was any other; till ſhe appear d 
in reality and undeoeiv'd Him. What, od Par 
LECTA, - interrupting her, then he did not ſee her 
Face? No, anſwered the other; moſt certainly he 
did not, for if he had; he wou'd ſooner have 
been 'eonvine'd of his Error, and neither have 
given himſelf the Trouble, nor been fo unmans 
nerly to a Stranger, as to have engage d her in 
rhe manner T furpriz'd mim. ou may poſſibly 
be deceived; Madam l reſumed PHIL ECTA, a little 
peeviſhly, all the World allows him to be a 3 
ay Gallantry, — and if he had ſeen the Lady? 
Face, perhaps, there might be nothing * 
diſagrecable enough, to make him think it not 
worth his While to endeavour to engage her. 
Lord! my Dear, reply 4 the other, you "are 
ſtrangely Ru to put ſuch things into one's 
head, — but I don't much regard what you 
ſay you ate à Foe profeſt to the Sex, gnd will 
not believe there is one among them worthy of 
0 Woman' s Afﬀection,—Nov for his Cooflancy 
D indeed, 
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indeed, ſaid Pic ra; and tho' I do not know 
Doxmerus, I believe he has as little of that 
Virtue as the reſt of his Specie. You wou'd be 
of another Opinion, anſwered ſbe, it you had 
ſeen his Behaviour laſt Night,. I never ſaw him 
ſo Thoughtful, ſo S 40 Dull; all I cou d 
ſay or do, had not the power to divert him, and 
this for no other Reaſon, than becauſe I ſeemed 
to ſuſpect the Truth of what he told me con- 
cerning the Miſtake. It would be impoſſible 
to deſcribe the Pleaſure theſe words created in 
Paztcra's Soul, ſhe preſently imagin d his Me- 
lancholy proceeded from another Cauſe, than 
that which he pretended, doubred not but he 
fretted at the hindrance: ſhe had been to his 
commencing an Acquaintance with, a Woman 
who had not ſeemed unworthy off it, and grew 
more ealy as ſhe thought he grew the contra- 
ry. They 8 a great deal more Chat to the 
ſame purpoſe, and many things that Datixpa, 
ſaid, PILECTA took to her ad vantage, others the 
reverſe. She was altogetber unable to form any 
direct Judgment of bis Sentiments, and Curio- 
ſity having nowea new aud more vigorous In- 
centive than before, ſhe reſolv d to be ſatisfy d, 

and try him to the utmoſt, whatever ſhouꝰd be 
the Oonſequence- ln this deſtructive, and to 
herſelf unquiet Diſpoſition, did ſhe paſs ſome 
dor not 1 hat Conrle, to-take to com- 
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To DORIMENUS. 
| A Relatici being come out of the Country With a 
defign to paſs ſome days with me, makes it 
wholly improper for me to ſee you-at home, but ſhall 
be glad to meet you at the appointed Hour, at the 
Houſe of Mr. — in St. —— Street ; I have a 
particular Friend lodges there, enquire for Phil crA, 
and you will find, 3 

Your moſt Paſſionate 

and Faithful 


DALIIN PDA. 


She had play'd the Counterfeit ſo well, that 
**was ſcarce poſſible for the moſt diſcerning Eye 
to have diſcovered the difference of the Hand— 
Doxenus was entirely deceiv'd by it, and im- 
mediately ſent an Anſwer by the Bearer, that he 
wou'd not fail to be there at the time. | 
Had Prnecra ask'd herſelf the Queſtion, 
when the Hour of his approach drew near, her 
beating Heart had ſoon inform'd her it was to - 
ſomething more than Curioſity ſhe ow'd her' 
preſent Agirations ; but not all her good Senſe, 
not all her former Experience of the Paſſion ſhe 
was now again poſſeſt of, had yet once reminded ' 
her, that ſhe took all this Pains for any thing 
more, than to triumph over the Tenaciouſnels 
of Datixpa, and to have the pleaſure of railly- 
ing her a little for her imaginary Security 
or at the moſt, that it proceeded from a bare 
liking of his Converſation, and a humour of 
amuling herſelf at a time, when ſhe had nothing 
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elſe to do But as much unacquainted as ſhe 
was with the true ſtate of her own Wiſhes, ſhe 
left nothing undone that ſhe thought wou'd be 
to the advantage of her appearing well in rhe 
eyes of Doxinexvs,—her Chambermaid and her 

Glaſs were all the Company ſhe admitted that 
day. a thouſand and a thouſand times were 
the Patches plac'd;. alter'd, and replac'd, — the 
Poſition of the Curls as often chang'd, now 
this, anon that Faſhion ſhe thought moſt becom- 
ing, ſometimes one ſort of Glance, then 
its contrary ſeem'd the likelieſt to attract 
and ſhe remain d unfix d in Determination, how 
ſhe ſhou'd Look, or Speak, or Act, when ſhe 
was told he was enquiring for her. "Tis 
probable indeed, that at fight of him, ſhe for- 
got all the little Arts ſhe had been practiſing, 
and receiv'd him with an Air purely Natural; 
but Whateyer it was, it had ſomething in it, 
which, as he afterwards confeſt, was infinitely 
more engaging than any thing he had ever 

en. To find in the F — and Confidant 
of Dalixpa, the Woman whom he had attack'd 


in ſo particular a manner at the MasQuzrape, 


and whom ſince he had ſeen he never ceas'd 
to wiſh for, as an Acquaintance of a different 
nature than what he now had reaſon to hope, 


gave him a mixture of Surpriſe, Joy, and Con- 
cern.: He rejoiced at an opportunity of being in 
her Company, but was heartily vexed at the 
occaſion, which he expected wou'd not only 


bring on a ſpeedy Interruption, but alſo take 


from him the means of ever being able to ad- 


dreſs her in the manner he deſir d: the Confuſi- 
on of his Thoughts did not however deprive him 


of the power of making her a great many well- 
order d 
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;arder'd Compliments/on this unlook'd-for Hap- 


pineſs, which ſhe return'd in ſuch a faſhion as 


confirm'd him in the opinion he had before con- 
ceiv'd of her Wit, and good Breeding. After a 


pretty deal of Converſation on ordinary Subjects, 
Phil cr looking on her Watch, ſeem'd to ex- 
preſs ſome wonder that Dal DA tarry'd ſo 
long: The time, ſaid ſbe, in which ſhe appointed 
to be here, is more than an hour fince-elaps'd 5 
but I ſuppoſe, ſhe is perfectly ſatisfied of the 
Strength of her Intereſt in the Perſon who waits 
for her, or ſhe wou'd not run ſo great a Riſque 
of diſobliging him, by leaving him to Converſa- 
tion, no way capable of entertaining him. Whe- 
ther this Lady had any other deſign in ſpeaking 
theſe words, than to prevent him from any ſuſ- 
picion of the Plot ſhe had laid to bring him there, 
is uncertain; but they ſeem'd ſo fit a handle 
for him to begin a Diſcourſe, he knew not till 
then how to bring about, that he cou'd not let 
it ſlip without having been as ſtupid, as he was 
really the reverſe. I know not Madam ! anſwered 
he, (bowing in the moſt reſpe&ful manner) what 
Excuſe ſhe will be able to make to you indeed, 
for impoſing on your Good- Nature this task of 
Civility to a Man, whom your Judgment mult 
inform you is, for many reaſons, ſtrangely un- 
worthy of it. For my part, the Bleſſing I 
am poſſeſs d of by her means, wou'd be too 
great, did not the cauſe, by which it is pro- 


cur d, allay it :>——Yes Charming PT EOTA, 


continu d he, (after a little pauſe, and looking on 


her with the moſt tender and beſeeching Air) 1 


confeſs my ſelf in this both Ambitious and Un- 
grateful,. tho to be admitted to gaze on your 


adorable Eyes to liſten to the Wonders ot 
| your 


— 
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your Wit and to have ſo near a view 'of 
all your Heaven of Beauties, fills my whole Soul 


with Joy unutterable ; yer I am nor content, — 
O! were I allow'd this privilege by your kind- 


-neſs, had I bur merits to deſerve that fa- 
vour, or did your good opinion enhance the 
value of what I am maſter of, how truly bleſt 
were my Condition! how cou'd J ever, 
rapt in immortal Extaſys, d well on this Hand. 
devour it with my eager Kiſſes, and Here 
Pl cra, who from the moment ſhe perceiv'd 
the aim of his Diſcourſe, had been kept from 
interrupting him only by the Confuſion of her 
Thoughts, now recover'd preſence of mind 
enough to prevent his doing as he ſaid; and 
ſnatching away her Hand, Whatever good opi- 
mon TI had 'entertain'd of you (cry'd ſhe) ſuch 
a Behaviour is the way to forfeit it; nor wou'd 
you treat me in this faſhion, had you not the 


moſt indifferent one of me. But, added ſbe, 


(abating ſomewhat of that ſeverity which ſhe 


had afſum'd when ſhe began to ſpeak) the Weak- 


neſs which is too ordinarily diſcover'd in my 
Sex, in part excuſes your proceeding.——D=\—E 
am ſenſible there are not a few of us who can- 
not be alone with one of yours, without ex- 
pecting an Addreſs of the nature you wou'd 
make to me. Nay, — nay, rejoin d ſbe, (per- 


ceiving he was about to offer ſomething in ob- 


jection to what ſhe ſaid) I have mention'd the 
anly- undeniable reaſon of your Application. 


there cannot be another found, for I am cer- 


tain the enamour'd Doxiukxus is too well vers'd 
in what will pleaſe DaLI xD, to ſtand in need of 


practiſing his Leſſon om any other Woman; or 


if he did, it wou d not be her Friend Pil xc 
17995 he 
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he would make his Property.— As much 
Courage as he uſually had in theſe Attacks, as. 
ſucceſsful as he had ever been, he was almoſt 
at a loſs how to proceed with a Lady who he 
found ſo well furniſh'd with Weapons of 
Defence; and if he had not been inform'd by 
ſome: tell- tale Cupids in her Eyes, which now 
and then flew out with tender Meſſages, that he 
had a; Friend within, might probably have 
given over both the Hope and the Attempt of, 
Vanquiſhing. | 
But thus embolden'd, he proſecuted his De- 
ſign with all the Artifice of tempting Paſſion 
knelt, ſigh'd, begg*d; and, ſwore—ſaid all 
that the moſt, burning, raging Love could ſug- 
geſt, or Wit and Eloquence find Words for 
No Interruption, happening (tor ſhe had order- 
ed to be denied whoever, came) Hour after 
Hour paſs d on in this Employment, and not a 
Moment flew without ſome new Invention to 
urge his Paſſion, and to heighten hers. ; She 
was, notwithſtanding what ſhe endur'd in the 
Conſtraint, ſo much on her Guard, as not to let 
fall even a Word that might give him hope. 

She would not truſt her own Power of rea- 
ſoning, ſo far as 5 enter into any Argument 
with him, but on the ſcore of Dali xn; and by 
whenever he conjur d her to pity what he felt, 
ſhe reminded. him what *twas he ow'd to her 
who had given him the higheſt Proofs of Com- 
paſſion.—— He could ſay nothing to her, but 
what ſhe anſwered with the name of Dal N- 
ba- As the Affair was, he had indeed a 
j nice Game to play, and it requir'd all the fine 
| 00 and artful Sophiſtry he was maſter of, to 


llicite Favours from the one, without appear- + 
heroic , ing 
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ing guilty of an Ingratitude for thoſe he had 
receiv*d from the other, which might t juſtiy ren 
der his Suit of no effect; tho' it is very much 
to be wonder'd at, that that Paſſion which had 
prompted her to take ſo much pains to engage 
him, and which while he was preffing her, 
ſwell'd in her ſtruggling Heart, and almoſt 
crack'd the Strings that held it, did not in 
ſpite of her burſt out, diſcloſe” the God, and 
ſhow its Force above the f aint Controul of 
Reaſon. 

But Donnirxvs was not "alas to triumph 
at firſt ſight; he could not find a Datinvpa iu 
Pur cr: as ſhe knew better how to love, 
ſne alſo knew better how to goyern it; and the 
Time being arrived, in which, to be conſiſtent 
with good Manners and Decency, he muſt be 
obliged to take leave, all he could obtain from' 
her at parting was, her Permiſſion to wait on her 
again the next day; and that only, as ſhe pre- 
tended that ſhe might inform him of Darinpa, 
who ſhe told him ſhe would ſee in the Morning, 
and know the Cauſe which had derain'd her 
from coming to rhe Appointment, | | 

It muſt be only a Soul poſſeſs'd of the aria- 
eſt Virtue and moſt violent Defire, that can form 
any juſt Idea of what the poor PHI ENA ſuffer'd 
info exemplary a Self- denial. Never Wo- 
man lov'd with a greater Tranſcendency of Paſ- 
ſion. Never Woman was prefs'd to obey the 
Dictates of her own Inclinations with more 
Subrilry, and Vigour ; yet never Woman 
refiſted with a ſuperiour Fortitude The 
Pangs ſhe endur'd, were made more ſharp by a 
Reſſe gion that the owed them to herſelf, and 


when ſhe conſider'd how 'eafy, how tranquil 
her 


. 

fer Thoughts were before ſhe ſaw Doniuzxus ; 
it was with the ſevereſt Cenſure ſhe exclaim'd 
againſt that Curioſity which had ſo far betray'd/ 
her, She was now no longer inſenſible by 
what Paſſion ſhe had been ſway d to wiſh a 
ſecond Interview.——She found ſhe lov'd him 
with an extravagance of -Dorage, —lov'd him 
to a degree beyond what ſhe had felt before, 
even tho” the breaking it off had very near coſt 
her her Life, and trembled to think what the 


Conſequences might be of this ſecond, and more 


violent Inclination.— She was nor ſure ſhe ſhould 
always be ahle to refuſe the melting Preſſures of 
this dangerous Charmer. — She fear d rhe Ef- 
fects of a Deſire ſo. wild and ungovernable 
and juſtly doubted the Force of Reaſon. 
What could ſhe do, what could ſhe re- 
ſolve, thus tortur'd, thus torn betwixt the 
fierceſt-Oppoſites yet not even in a Thought 
tranſgreſſing Honour. She at laſt derermin'd 
never to ſee him more No, ſaid ſhe to herſelf, 
all charming as he is, tho* my Eyes can know 
no Joy but looking on him, nor my Ears bur in 
Attention to his harmonious” Tongue; tho 
very Senſe is full of his Perfections, and have 


no taſte for any other Pleaſure, they ſhall nb 


more be truſted with the fatal Tranſport. 
Virtue, Honour, Religion, Reputation are at 


ſtake, and all ery out, No more indulge the rull. 


nous Defire . y the deſtructi ve Graces of tlie 
lovely, the too engaging Dou. ather 
let me die than give à looſe to a' Paſſion ſo pernicious 


to every thing that ought to be dear or valuu- 


nnn 2 TP 
With this Reſolution ſhe gave a ſtrict Charge 
to her Servant to ſay a was not at home 
| bur 


(26) 1 
but ſhe had no ſooner ſpoke the Words, than 
a Flood of tender Paſſion riſing in her Soul, ſne 
was about to countermand this Order. 
She was not half a Minute together in the ſame 
mind hard ſhe thought it to deny herſelf ſo 
innocent a Satisfaction as the ſight of him; but 
harder yet ſhe found it would be, in his Pre- 
ſence, to contain the Paſſion ſhe. was poſſeſs d 
of, from breaking out to his Diſcovery. 5 
- Reaſon therefore enabling her to conſider that 
the only way to conquer was to fly; and fearing 
that if ſhe ſhould but hear his Voice, the dear- 
lov'd Sound might have force enough in it to 
ſhake the Reſolution ſhe had form'd, and that 
ſhe ſhould be weak enough to call him up, 
laid hold of the firſt moment of cool Conſidera- 
tion to put it out of her power to follow the 
expected Returns of her ſofter Emotions 
She flew out of the Houſe, and came not home 
till late at Night; and tho there paſs d not 
one Hour in all that day, in which ſhe was not 
a thouſand times about to came back yet ſhe 
had ſtill Command enough of herſelf, to ſup- 
preſs the ſtruggling Inclinatioun. 

In the mean time the agreeable Cauſe of her 
Diſquiet was far from being in perfect eaſe 
himſelf——he was prodigiouſly charm'd with 
her; and if the Perturbations of his Mind were 
leſs terrible than thoſe ſhe endur'd, they were 
yet more violent than thoſe which Men ordina- 
rily feel on the like occaſion. .. N MY 

He had continu'd all Night in Agitations, 
which might very well be accounted the effects 
of Love; and tho he had ſome reaſon to hope 
ſhe look'd not on him with Eyes of Hate or 
Diſdain, yet her Friendſhip with Datinva, and 
20 her 


Cn 
her Knowledge of the Intimacy between him 
and that Lady, were powerful Objections a- 

inſt him. But not being of a Diſpoſi- 
tion very liable to Deſpair, and too impatient to 
endure Suſpence, he came prepar'd with all the 
Arguments his Paſſion and unfailing Wit could 
furniſh him with, reſolvd to know at once what 
*rwas he had to expect. 

To find ſhe was abroad, after having 
promis'd to admit his. Viſit, was a Diſap- 

ointment he was not arm'd againſt——and 
it gave him a greater Shock than it would done 
any other Man, becauſe he was leſs accuſtom'd 
to meet ſuch Treatment. It was the firſt 
Mortification of this kind his Vanity had ever 
receiv'd ; and had it been given by another 
Woman, *tis probable would have cur'd his 
Paſſion.— But PII ECA had got faſt hold of 
his Heart, and this little Slight was infinitely 
too weak to ſet it fre. Diſpirited and alto- 
gether unfit for Converſation, he trifled away 
two or three Hours at a Coffee-Houſe, then 
went again; but meeting the ſame Anſwer as 
before, grew almoſt mad. 

He was now convinced Love had its Pains 
as well as Pleaſures, and was as much ſurprized 
to find this Alteration in himſelf, as he was 
that there was a Woman in the World on whom 
he had not been able to make any viſible Im- 
preſſion.— After indulging his Spleen the beſt 
part of the day at his own Lodgings, he went 
again abroad, Evening to her's; but ſhe being 


ſtill abroad, he could not conceal his Diſcon- 
tent. He walk'd backward and forward in 
her Dining-Room, ask'd a thouſand imperti- 
nent Queſtions of the * and beginning to 

2 be- 


— 


— * 
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believe it an Impoſlibility to ſee her that Night, 


could not leave the place without letting her 
know ſome part of the Uneaſineſs he ſu- 
ſtain'd. 
being brought him, he writ to her in this man- 
ner: 8 OS | 

To the Cruel, but moſt Adorable 

8 e; PHILEC 7A. 

\ TOTHING could have convinced me you 
were not altogether divine, but the little 
Diſpofition I find in you toMercy: In the Eye of Hea- 
ven, to be a zealous Votary, is, to be a meritorious 
one; and I am certain the penetrating Eyes of my 


ador d Philecta cannot but bave diſcern d that Qua- 
lity in me—— As never any Woman was created to 


charm like ber, ſo never any Man had a Heart 


more ſuſceptible of her Power than mine. It is 
with the utmoſt Refignation—=——the utmoſt 
Pleaſure I devote my whole Soul to Love and You, 
and beg no more than your Acceptation of the Offer- 


ing Permit me but to ſee you, and make your 
own Conditions how far I may obey the Diftates of my 
Paſfion in declaring my ſelf 
| The Excellent Paitecrta's 
Everlaſting Slave, 
DORIMENTUS. 


P. 8 


He deſir'd Pen and Paper, which 


(29) 

P. S. 1 will take the Liberty af . waiting on you 
to-morrow Evening; and fince Bufineſs, or, which 1 
much fear, ſome more agreeable Amuſement, depriv'd 
me this day of the Bleſſing you made me hope, entreat 
you will have Compaſſion enough for the Anxieties I 
feel in this Diſappointment, not to make me the moſt 
miſerable of all created Beings, by a ſecond, which 
2 certainly compleat that Ruin uhich the firſt has 

egun, | 


What became of the Soul-rortur'd ParLEcTA; 


when ſhe came home and read theſe Lines, let 
thoſe unhappy Women, who have felt the Force 
of a Paſſion as violent as her's, deſeribe 
it is not in my power, any more than it is to 
repreſent, as it deſerves, the never to be ſuffi- 
ciently admir'd Effect of her Reſolution, and 
firm Adherence to the Rules of Virtue, in an 


Exigence ſo dangerous Tho' overwhelm'd 
and loſt in Love and ſoft Deſire, tho at each 


thought of DoxmuEN us, unuſual Warmth ran 
thrilling thro? her Veins, her Blood beat high, 
and ſhe was all o'er-Pulſe tho” her whole 
Soul diſſoly d in tender Languiſhments, and for 
one dear, one bliſsful Moment ſhe would have 
forgiven an Age of Life Let fix'd in her Deter- 
mination, ſhe choſe to die, rather than yield to 
accept the proffer d Joy. | | 
To avoid what moſt ſhe wiſh'd, and pur it 
out of her power ever to recede from the Re- 
ſolution ſhe had form'd of never ſeeing him any 
more, ſhe pitched on a Method very extraordi- 
_ nary, and what, perhaps, no Woman before her 
ever choſe. She did not doubt but that the 
ſame Paſſion which had inſpir'd him to write to 


— 


her in the manner he had done, would make him 


* py negs 
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negle& no opportunity of being in her Compa- 
ny.——He had told her in the Poſtſcript of his 
Letter, that he would come the next day, and 
ſhe could not anſwer for herſelf that ſhe would 
not ſee him but if ſhe ſhould continue to 
be denied then, or whenever after he ſhould. 
make the ſame Attempt, yet ſtill there was no 
defence againſt his writing; and even if ſhe re- 
turn'd no Anſwer to encourage him to purſue 
his Deſigns, yet it was keeping alive a conſu- 
ming Fire 1n her Breaſt, which ſhe had hope 
might be - extinguiſh'd, when there was no 
longer a Poſſibility of ſeeing him or hearing 

from him. 85 
She roſe early in the Morning, and having 
made what haſte ſhe could in dreſſing, ſurpriz'd 
Dal ivo in her Bed. ———I come, Madam, 
aid ſhe, with an Air ſo wild and troubled, as ſpoke 
the Diſſati action of her Soul, to relate to you a 
Hiſtory which will afford you both Pain and 
Pleaſure ; and when you ſhall hear with how 
much Barbarity you have been treated by thoſe 
you moſt confided in, you will alſo know you 
have your Revenge in as exquiſite a manner as 
your moſt vindictive Thoughts could wiſh. | 
Here ſhe ſtop'd, either unable to utter more 
for the. violent Emotions which juſt at that 
time could not but be ſuitable to the Cauſe, or 
that ſhe expected what ſhe would reply to 
words which promiſed ſomething ſo unexpected. 
Darixva, indeed, gave her not much time to 
auſe, and having nothing but DokiukNus in 
her Head, immediately fancied it muſt be ſome- 
thing relating to him which PICA had to 
reveal; and ſtarting up in her Bed, ory'd, What 
do yoy mean, my Dear] have you heard any 
| _—_— thing 
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thing of Donnmꝶmus! He is the falſeſt of all 
his perjur d Sex, reſum d the other, haſtily, nor 
am I at all behind him in Treachery and In- 
gratitude=—— But not to add to the Cruelty I 

have already been guilty of to you, by keeping 
you in Suſpenſe, know that I love him, love him 
I. to Diſtraction, to the extreameſt height of fu- 
9 rious, raging Paſſion - that he has declared 
ki himſelf my everlaſting ' Votary———and that 
{| there wants but opportunity for us to be as 
4 compleatly wicked as Falſhood and the Accom- 
pliſhment of looſe Deſire can make us. 
It muſt be left to the Reader's Imagination 
to conceive what *rwas DaLinpa felt in the 
ſudden: Shock of this unlook'd-for Thunder- 
Clap there are no Words capable of doing 
Juſtice to the Horrors, the Perplexities which 
at that inſtant invaded” her whole Soul, con- 
| vuls'd all her Frame, and ſhook each tender 
| Limb with Tremblings, ſuch as for a time de- 
priv d her of the power of Speech. She, whoſe 
Diſcourſe had thrown her into this Condition, 
was herſelf incapable of regarding it, feeling in 
her own Breaſt Anxieties at leaſt equal to thoſe 
ſhe had occaſioned. in 'her's——and going on 
with the deſtructive Story, There, cry'd ſbe, 
throwing on the Bed the Letter which Dokimenus 
had writ, there, read that, and you will need 
but little Information how very guilty we have 
The Sight of his well-known Hand, recall'd 
the - fainting Spirits of the unfortunate Da- 
'Linda——ſhe read the fatal Scroll, and by de- 
grees coming out of that Aſtoniſhment, which 
had for ſome moments ſtunn'd Reflection, and 
ſuſpended the moſt raging Paſſion of the Soul— 
N | Deſpair, 


———— — eoooocm eat * 2 — * 
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Deſpair, and Jealouſy, now ſhow'd themſelves 
in their moſt proper Colours, and pour'd out 
Curſes numbexleſs on the perſidious Donn Ns 
and PhiLZerA, thole Undoers of her Peace 
molt, bitter Invecti ves the moſt ſevere Res 
proaches Heart e er conceiv d, or Tongue cer 
utter d, did ſhe exclaim againſt the Baſeneſs of 
them both. Her guilty Friend heard her 
with patience, nor interpoſed one Word in 
vindication either of berſelf, or him, whoſe 
ruinous Charms had been the Cauſe of all this 
Scene of Woe ; till perceiving her Fury had 
almoſt ſpent itſelf in railling, ſhe deſir' d her 
Attention to What yet remainid to be told of 
this tormenting Seeret; which the other wil» 
Uungly complying with, ſhe -reveal'd. every Cir- 
Meaſures; Which ber Curioſity had! prompted 
her to take, to fee; and entertain the Man 
whoſe Character ſhe had heard fo: much of, and 
coneluding with the fatal Conſequence, and 
her Reſolution hencefor ward ever to avoid 
% »» en 
She hadi no ſooner ended, than Dal ix, as 
doubting the Truth of her laſt Words, with a 
Sigh, cryẽd out, And can you then, PIC rA, 
be ſo much the miſtreſs af your Inclinati- 
ons, as to maintain a Reſolution ſo infinitely 
prejudicial to them. —Reaſon, anſwer d the 
other, may certainly enable one to do a great 
deal; but leſt it ſnould not be ſufficient: of it 
ſelf for my Protection, I call in the Aſſiſtance of 
a jealous Rival's watchful Care.! vill not 
promiſe that without your Aid I could for ever 
deny my ſelf the Joy „ 
RE] would 


wou'd Ton any other ſcore haye made you the 
Confidant of my Weakneſs. But what method, 
imerrapted” Dax ivpa, is it in my power to 
take? The Heart that is once eſtrang d, requires 
more Artifite than mine to recover. You have 
no cauſe (venſſumed Purttcra) to imagine your 
Caſe ſo deſperate. I have already told yo 
by What Stratagems, which my Curioſity taught 
me, 1 occafton'd theſe two days abſence, he yet 
believes you wou'd not receive a Viſit at your 
own Houfe—— write to hin), therefore, con- 
vince him of the contrary,. and when you ſee 

him next, there is no danger but your conti- 
nued Kindneſs, and the appearance of my con- 
tuned: Scarn] and the Impoſſibility he will find 
it to entextain me, will oblige him to give over 
a hopeleſs Proſecution, and turn the whole bent 
4 Deſires on her who has ſo dearly pur- 
chaſed: them Beſides, added ſbe, if Fond- 
neſs fails to engage; 1 leave his Letter with 
you, permit you to ſhew it him, to upbraid him 
With lit, and if he has any ſpark of Pride or Re- 
ſentment in him, (of both which I am much 
miſtaken if he has not a conſiderable Share) he 
will oon hate the Woman who has expos'd him 
in the manner I have done to you———and 
the Contempt he will have for me, make him 
avoid my Preſence, with as much Care as too 
much Love and Admiration obliges me to do 
his. With this Advice and the Aſſurance, 
that whatever ſhe ſuffered in ſo terrible a Con- 
ſtraint, ſhe never wou'd conſent to ſee him 
more, PII rA left her more at eaſe than ſhe 
had been at che beginning of her Diſcourſe, nor 
Was ſhe herſelf without ſome ſecret Satisfaction 
that ſhe had perform'd the cruel Task ſhe ſet 
82 N herſelf, 


herſelf, ,and been (24) juſt to Vixtue 

0e the midſt of all thoſe Agonies, Taree, 

ariſe. from ſtruggling. = a nose 
13 felt a kind of . 1 


0 nſpor 
chat. de had paſt the fiery 'T'ryal, 0 
5 a rag all the tracks R Lope and 
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m Ange this evening alout 7 * uy bu 
Houſe, where, beſide be grande Bufineſ, 5 A Life, 
Love, 1, have another 2 to communicate con- 
cerning tbe occaſion, of my not meeting the Soul. of 
all my, Joys the other day at PrLECta?s. —Fail 
5 * if dou u would have me think .you. yet have 
* 1 fo my * made 17870 
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on This Biler was Wt from being receive dwith 
that welcome. from lan on which, thoſe 


from her were Accu By to eßze ——=He 
ase had 


(339) 


had again been to viſit PECTA, and was 
again diſappointed 'in his hope of ſeeing her; 
which, together with having no Anſwer to the 
Letter he had left for her the day before, put 
him in ſo ill an Humour, that he was entirely 
unfit for any Converſation, much more for an 
Amorous one. He liked PII EGA too well, to 
like any other Woman at all; and the Opitii6n 
he had, that it was for the ſake of DalIxDA 
he had found the other ſo deaf to his Entreaties, 
render d her, of all her Sex, the leaſt capable 
of pleaſing him. Altogether indifferent, there- 
fore, how ſhe might take it, he return'd an 
anſwer of Excuſe, but in ſo cold and careleſs: 
Stile, that if ſhe had been wholly ignorant of 
his new Paſſion, ſhe might eaſily have perceiv'd 
ſomething had happened to the ruin of her 


Hopes. _— 27:3 D.\ 
To the Agreeable DALINDA.!. 
1 191319 CT * 101 1149.28 10147 03 


I 4m extreamly ſorry that Buſineſs of the greateſt 
-* | Conſequence makes it impoſſible for me to 705 you 
at the time you mention. hen I have diſpatch” 
that, I ſhall gladly attend you, and renew we 
1 which will be ever a pleaſure to him, 
15, | 14 ; 


Sincerely Yours | 
DORIMENUS. 


P. S8. I fear it will be ſome days before I can be 
happy enough to ſee you. | 
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Tis utterly impoſſible; to repreſent with what 
affliction. ſhe receiv d ſo. manifeſt. a Proof, that 
ſhe no longer had a place in the Affection of 
 Doxmenus; for tho' by what ſhe heard from 
PkR CTA, and the fight of his Letter to her, 
ſhe was enough convinced of his Inſincerity and 
Mutability of Lemper, yet ſhe was far from be- 
heving, ſhe had entirely loſt him: but ſhe now 
cou d think no other. She read the vexa- 
tious Billet over and over, and cou'd find in it 
nothing that had the appearance of Love. 
it ſeem d ſcarce Complaiſant, and the bitter 

guiſh, of her Soul vented itſelf in Complain- 
ings, ſuch as had he been Witneſs of (poſſeſs'd 
as he was with the moſt violent Paſſion for 
another), he muſt, have pity'd, and perhaps, 
| - hy the ſad Deſpair which had occaſioned 


m. | 
The Tempeſt of her Grief a little over, and 
the Power of Conſideration return d, ſhe began 
to think what was beſt for her to do, either to 
oblige him to a Return of Kindneſs, or to ac- 
knowledge himſelf as falſe and as ungrateful as 
he had ſworn to be the contrary. Full of her 
Wrongs, therefore, and impatient to upbraid 
him, ſhe. took his Letter to Partecrs, and 
ſent it to him under a Cover, in Which ſhe writ 
theſe Lines: N 


LO To the Thaokleſs, but Ever-Dear 
__— DO0RIMENUS. 


Ne E have no leiſure Moments to throw 
awaj on a Woman, whom you no longer love, 1 
feng you encloſed this Letter, that you may know Tam 
Si l {$700 . ; X not 


* 


| 


not inſenſſble of. 9 Auſenca N Pni- 
5 , e _ uk 
alſion.; can never be brought. to ac 

that all ſhe it poſſeſt. off, were they infinite ſuperiar to 
what they are, can be an excuſe for F and In- 
gratitude to another : — I need not tell you with 
what a. Feruency of tender Paſſion I have lau d you, 
my, Actions have ſuſſiciently convinc d jar of that 
Truth; but when I declare, that 1 do ſtill love Int, 
lowe-y0u. with the ſame. unbated Fondneſs as. before 
L knew. your Crime ! I need appeal no farther, than to 
your own-Soul to judge, whether or uot. I give a Proof 
of  Conſtancy and - forgiving. Tenderneſs,, which the 
World-cannct produce frequent Examples of —— By 
Heaven! you are, even in Fulſboad, dearer to me 
than my. Life, or thaw every thing the World calls. 
valuable. Return then; thou lovely Ingrate ! Thom 
charming Deſtroyer of my.” Peace, return! - again 
make me 2 in thoſe, tranſporting Joys, which: onij 
you have power to give, and none but thoſe,, who love 
hike me, are capable of receiving Be but half as 
ready to Accept a Pardon, as I am to Afford it, 
and I ſoall ſtill be bleſt; — nor will I euer repeat 
what's: paſt, unleſs: to raiſe our Bliſs, by a remem· 
brauce and fond regretting. of this little Interval.—— 
Haſte to my Arms m eager, my exhe Ting Arms ! 
and let me there unfold: what *tis I wiſh,, what *tis 1 
languiſh for: amidſi that Rapture, I cun alone unfold 
hou much, how + = pg REY the 
en. E 11 x 


My: Adored Dotmanus's | 12 
| "Mad a Faithfull Devoted.” 
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. 8. Tbeg, as ho for- Life; to fee you this Night, 
I know you' are enough Maſter of your own time to grant 
ene this requeſt; and if wp all be certain, that 
want of \ [uclination may only E 1 more," 

my Angel, adi. I 0} * u, | | GD 
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Let any I ba Ser «(of which I believe there- 
are but few who have not plurality of Engage- 
ments) form to themſelves, an Idea of What 
Donn xus felt in fo ſurprizing a Turn, 
ſee his own Letter, containing the moſt paſſio- 
nate Declaration of Love to one Woman; in the 
hands of another, whom he had alſo pretended to 
love, to the ſame violent degree; and at the 
ſame time, to find: ſo much forgiving Goodneſs, 
where he con'd have expected only Rage and 
Reſentment. to be preſs d beyond Denial to 

come and receire that Pardon, Which he was 
conſcious of being far from meriting:— All this 
was ſufficient to exeite in him the utmoſt extreams 
of Aſtoniſhment, of Gratitude, and of Shame. 
for ſo unexampl'd a Generoſity, and Obligements, 
he neither had it in his power to deſerve or to 

ite but of all the various Agitations 
he was ſeiz d with, there was none | gave him 
fo that pain, as 'the Apprehenſion, that it 


d be by no other means than herſelf; that 
his Letter to PHIL ECA had been expoſed 0 Da- 
Iba — Her refuſing to admit his Viſits, 
very much ſtrengthen d this Opinion. He now 
began to be aſſur'd, that all his Attempts on 
that Lady wou d be fruitleſs; and that either to 
gratify her Sex's Vanity, and fond to boaſt her 
Power, or in obedience to the Rules of a Friend- 
ſhip pretty uncommon, (eſpecially among Wo- 

ſhe had made a Sacrifice of his Pretenſions. 


4 * . | There 
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There was, indeed, nothing unnatural in this 
Suppoſition, and he was humbled beyond ex- 
preſſion to find he had: been ſo much degeived 
in the Language of the Eyes, whieh: he was 
us d. to imagine he had a, perfect underſtanding 
in, and which ha had feem;d-toitell him, there was 


ſomething... in the Soul. of; that Lady which 
aded ſtrongiy in his behalf. But 52 d 
way to 
rather 


ple 
to. be convinc d, and, not knowing an 
be ſo, but by. Senf fe Dalixpa; c 
o endure all the juil,| Reproaches he muſt expect, 
oma Woman, treated in the Manner he had 
72255 her, than endure one Hour an Uncertainty 
erplexing. He, therefore, after the 
leflenger had Waixed a long time th Reſult of 
his Determination, ordered him to let che Lady, 
who ſent him, xnow , he wou], withont fail Wait 
n Or 8 time ſhe deſir d. 49544 ors uche 
e he ſo much wiſh'd for. Hour by 
bay: fe Aferent Reaſons). was arriy d, 
the.over-joy'd Darinpa-receivingi him in a 
ho which favour'd neither of, Iealouſy nor 


ignation, oblig 9390-50 nee 


ee him, with. A- — ro Era 
nels: 
Him, and forboxe any 105 Uebe agg f the ne e we 
ned PHIL at all, it was in. ſuch a I 
Abe vould norcax-her-wirh,ill ee had 
been as cautions for Ark owp Intereſt, asſhe 
Vas to of fend him ſhe might perhaps haye been 
Happ) ih bis gew d Endearmentsz Hut on bis 
falt Se that Lady gd ſpeaking ſome. f 
alf Sentences, Which he thought might — 
* \Curiofity, cas d his own, by being inform ' d 
of the. whole Affa ir be poor unthinking 
 Openrhearted - Fair, \behoping him no all her 
Dis 1 5 Own, 
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own, had no reſerve, related to him every Par- 
tienlar of her Convetfation with Pilger, and 
Jer him know, that that Lady had not diſclos'd 
this Secret to her out of Contempt or Diflike of 
him, who had addreſs d her, but out of too great 
a Tenderneſs and violent Affection What 
could be more tranſporting tothe Soul of Doxi- 
EN us than ſuch a Diſcovery? What cou'd be 
more prejudicial to her, who made it? All 
the Charms of Prriecra now rife to his Idea, 
with greater foree than ever he could not 
help loving her, for the forte of her Paſſion for 
bim; but perfectly ador d her, for the ſtrength 
of a Reſolution 10 ungommon be found 
Charims in her refuſals, Which not the utmoſt 
Condefoenfions of any thier Woman con'd afford. 
—He'thought'the'Conqueſt of a Heart like hers, 
worthy the utmoſt aſſidaĩty; and fince he was 

afſar'4ke had & Friend ſo powerful as Inclinatio 
to plead in his behalf, was reſolv'd never to towel 
over tiff he had vanquiſh d all Oppoſers. fle 
grew prodigiouſſy thoughtful; after ſhe had 
1 the Nartative, nor was it in her 
r co ſtaʒ im.. He long d to be alone, to 
ndul ge ion. — He languiſh'd' to be 
y in Idea, with the now more than ever a- 
dorable Pmrtzcra, and to invent ſome means, by 
which he might overeome her ſerupulous Virtue, 
and become in reality as bleſt; as Love cotifels's 
and rewarded wou d make hin He profes d ho w- 
ever as much as was neceſſary, to make Darinva 


believe he had no Wiſhes but what were center d 
inthe Poſſeſſion of her, and thinking it no Sin to 
throw in two or three Oaths to confirm her be- 
lief, took lis leave, with a Promiſe to return the 
next: day. She, perfectly ſatisfy d with: 1 1 


- 


6 
ſaid, ſuffer d him to go without feeling any omi- 
nous Emotions. 65 | 

I will not trouble my Reader with any repe- 
tition of what his Thoughts were that Night, 
tis eaſy to believe they were not fill'd with Very 


violent Perturbations. He was perfectly con- 
vinc'd; that the Woman, who of all the World 
he believed moſt worthy his Eſteem, lov'd him 
with a Paſſion, which he cou'd not have hoped ; 
and as he knew there was nothing wanting but 
his Preſence, to baniſh all the Guards which 
Virtue raiſed in oppoſition to his Deſires, he 
-reſolv'd, fome way or other, to get tothe Speech 
of her. The Morning no ſooner broke than he 
aroſe, and dreſſing himſelf, went once more to 
the Houſe where PHI Ec rA lodg'd—deligning 
to beg Permiſſion for a moment's Converſation; 
but Love, and Fortune befriending him bfi this 
occaſion, he found the Door open, and eager ot 
Acceſs, ſtay'd not till any body ſhould come 
to anſwer his Demand, but walking gently in, 
and going up Stairs with the ſame Precaution, 
got to the Apartment of the Charmer, without 
being obſerved. ———The Door was only ſhut 
to; and in his attempting to knock, it flew open, 
and admitted the impatient Lover. —He made 
no ſeruple of running immediately to the Cham- 
ber. She was not yet riſen, and had bur 
that moment waked from a moſt pleaſing Dream, 
of which he was the Subject: Imagination, al- 
ways a Friend to Love, had given her, in Sleep, 
a full Idea of thoſe Joys, Which, when Awake, 
ſhe durſt not allow herfelf to think of. The rap- 
turous Image left an unuſual Languiſhment in 
her Eyes, they had nothing of their wonted Au- 
ſterity remaining, and ſeem'd rather to invite 
8 than 
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than forbid the adventurous: Gazer, who, in 
| ip ite of his natural Boldneſs, was a little daſh d 
3 his firſt Entrance. He was two or three 
moments in the Room before ſhe ſaw or heard 
him, but the agreeable Poſture in which ſhe lay, 
and which diſclos'd to him Beauties, which her 
Dreſs had conceal'd, gave him Agitations too 
violent to permit him to continue long at the 
diſtance. he then was; he made but one 
ſtep to the Bed- ſide, and throwing; himſelf on 
his knees, by that beſeeching Poſture endea- 
vour d to aſſure her he came not on any diſho- 
nourable Deſign. She gave a little ſhriek at 
firſt, ſight of him, but not happening to be 
heard by any in the Houſe, no interruption en- 
ſu d, and he had all the Opportunity he cou'd 
wiſh, to.. perſuade her ſhe had no cauſe to fear 
his preſence. —Her Soul was ar this. unguarded 
— 2 much diflolv?d, to permit her to aſ- 
ſume any part of that Severity with which ſhe 
had treated him, when laſt he entertain'd her: 
— let, trembling, for the Conſequence of this 
Viſit, ſhe intreated him to withdraw inte the 
next Room, aſſuring him ſhe wou'd there liſten 
to all he had to ſay.— But he too well under- 
ſtood the Advantage he was poſleſs'd of, to let 
it ſlip; and inſtead of retiring, drew by degrees 
nearer, and nearer, to the tempting Scene, till 
he was too cloſe to be repuls d without having 
taken {ome part of the Satisfaction his Paſſion re- 
quired: She. cou'd not hinder him from 
kiſſing and embracing her. from feaſting his 
impatient Eyes with every naked Charm about 
her,. from roving o'er them with his glowing 
Hands, with all the unlimited Freedom of lux- 
urious Fondneſs, and at Al. * Delight and 


Pain, 
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Pain, a Rack of Extaſy on both ſides, ſhe more 
faintly denying, he more vigorouſly preſſing, half 
yielding, half reluctant, ſhe, was wholly lolt,— 
all her boaſted Reaſon, all her forceful Reſolu- 
tion,—all the Precautions of ſo many days, in 
one tumultuous Moment were o'ercome,—Love 
_ triumph'd over all, and revel'd in the Spoils of 
Honour. The difficulty with which DoRIMENUS 
had gain d this Conqueſt, enhanc'd the Value; and 
the Reſtraint which PIT ECA had put on her In- 
elinations, made her now give a greater looſe to 
them: which puts me in mind of what a late 
celebrated Author ſays on the like occaſion; _ 


Fbe that ſo fiercely can refiſt Defire, r ; 
With double Rage will love, when Raptures fire, 


And 'tis certain, when once a Woman of Vir- 
tue falls a Victim to Love, ſhe is by as many de- 
grees more vigorous in the Gratification of her 
Paſſion, as ſhe was in her Efforts to Overcome it. 
The "Tranſport over, the Conqueſt fully ſe- 
cured, the happy Lover was now eaſily perſua- 
ded to go into the next Room, and the yet Un- 
repenting Fair rung her Bell for her Maid, to 
aſſiſt her in getring out of Bed, They paſt 
the remainder of that day together, and in the 
Intervals of their Endearments, beguil'd the 
hours in Diſcourſes on the various Turns, which 
had happen'd in the ſhort time of their Ac- 
quaintance, and by whar ſtrange and extraordi- 
nary means each had arriv'd at the Point they 
now were at. * 
For about a Week, never any two People 
more indulg'd themſelves in guilty Pleaſures 
they ſcarce were ever aſunder in that time; 
| G2 _Dormxys 
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RIMENUS/ cou'd not live without Paitzcta, 

ably $2 WR without Doximtnxus ; both aban- 
don all other Converſation, and found nothing 
Agreeable, nothing Charming, but in each other: 
He thought all he cou'd do too little to merit 
the Favour of a Woman qualified like her, and 
ſhe imagin'd ſhe, cou d never enough requite a 
Conſtane and Gratitude ſo uncommon, 
each Pole it their whole Study to oblige the 
4 8 and there wanted but a certainty of its 
Fend to render their Condition a 
my "Heaven on Earth. 
& all this While, what were the Anxieties 
f poor Dalixpa, what did ſhe not ſuſtain, 
— d with a fruitleſs Expectation, —torrur'd 
with the worſt Furys of the Soul, Suſpence and 
Jeatouſy ;- arid notwithſtanding all her en- 
K altogether unable to find out the cauſe 
of, this Diſappointment of her ſo lately elevated 
opes, in vain ſhe writ, in vain ſhe ſent to 
RIMENUS. He had neither the leaſt remains 
of. Inclination to viſit her, nor time to make 
Exeuſes for his abſence, his whole Soul 
and all his Moments were elſewhere devoted. — 
be was now all Pruiltcta's, as much as a Man 
of his Temper cou'd be, eee the forſaken 
bee in * Impoſſi bility of finding out the 


Reaſon of his Change of Behaviour, Diſquietudes 
equal to thoſe the loſs of him occa- 
10n'd.- The, manner in which Paitecta 
had diſcover? d the Declaration he had made her, 
and. the Tenderneſs ſhe cou'd not avoid feelin 
for him, made her far from ſuſpecting what had 
hap ned between them afterward ; nor would ſhe 
ever have had it in her thoughts, that it was for 
her fake ſhe was treated in this manner, Y an 
cci- 
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Accident had not call'd her to viſit, on ſome Buſi» 
neſs; a Relation, who liv'd. on the other fide the 
Thames. The Houſe ſhe was at, was the very: 
next to one eminent for the Pleaſure of its Situ» 
ation, and fine Gardens; by a chance, unlucky to 
the Peace of thoſe ſhe {py'd, ſhe look d out of 
a Window, which had the command of part of 
the Walks, and ſaw her Ungrateful Doztmuzxus, 
and, what amaz'd her more, Pazitzcra' with 
him. The ſudden Rage which invaded her 
at ſo unexpected, and ſo ſhocking a Diſcovery, 
left no room for Diſeretion to interpoſe: She 
flew immediately out of the Houſe ſhe then 
was in, and into the Garden where they {till 
continued, with only a little alteration | of 
Poſture; for as before ſhe had only barely ſeen 
they were together, without any other Reaſon 
to believe them guilty, than that they were in 
a place ſo remote from any other Company; ſhe 
now found them in an Arbour, he lying carey 
leſly down on a Carpet ſpread on the Floor, 
with his Head on her Lap as ſhe was fitting by 
him, ſhe had one of her Hands faſt graſped in 
his, and with the other ſhe ſeem'd- to toy, and 
ſtroke his Face and Breaſt, ——— 'Tis hard to 
ſay, whether Amazement or Indignation had 
the greateſt ſhare in her Breaſt, but tis eaſy to 
believe the Violence of both left no room for 
Conſideration, the Lovers loſt in the pleaſing 
Contemplation of each other's Charms, nor ſaw, 
nor heard her, till running to the place where 
they were, and catching hold of PuiLtcra, + 
T's well, Madam ! ſhe cry d, is this your boaſted 
Virtue ?——Your Reſerve ?——Falſe, Falſe 
Woman |! 


Poxtexus) Ungrateful, and moſt perjur d a 


And you, (continued ſhe, turning ta 
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all your dectiving Sex, hat Excuſe can't thou 
now make, by h Artifices, by what Iaſi- 
nuations camſt thou again betray my eaſy Na- 
ture? Thou cool Deſigner! What can thy 
ſubtil⸗ Working Wit invent, to clear thy Honour 
or Pmrrora's Innocence vou both are 
known, detected; and be affured the Affair ſhall 
be no Secret, I will at leaſt have the ſatiſ- 
faction of Revenge —=—She had railed'on, if 
Doximznvs; who by this time had recovered 
himſelf from the — of her firſt Appearance, 
had not put a little ſtop to the career of her 
Tongue by theſe words: Well, Madam, 
(. ſaid he to ber in an angry Accent) what you ſ — 
pect, you may if you pleaſe divulge, but I 2 
have you conf ler well before you talk too much 
remember that Dal can ſuſpect nothing of 
Pamecra; but what Phil cr is certain of Da- 
LINDA geen] would have you, therefore, be 
tender of this Lady's Honour, as you wou'd 
preſerve your on A8 for my oven part, I 
will at any other time reply to your Upbraid- 
ings, but at preſent, you appear too warm for 
Argument. He ſaid no more, but taking 
Phhrcra, who was almoſt dead with ſhame, 
by the Hand, and leading her with all poſſible 
ſpeed to the Warer-ſi de, where a Boat waited. 
for them, left the forſaken Fair to utter her 
Complainings to the unregarding Winds. 
She was as good as her word however, — the 
Adventure thro” her means became the Chat of 
the whole Town, and Partzcra ſuffered a great 
deal from the Admonitions of her Relations 
and Friends —all who had any concern for 
her Reputation, adviſed her to break off her 
6 with him, but that was a task 
not 
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not ſo eaſy to be accompliſh'd as they ima- 
in'd———ſhe cou'd ſooner have forgone her 
Life than his Converſation, and *tis impoſſible 
for any thing to be more expoſed than the Affair 
between them. 

But this was not the worſt part of her Miſ- 
fortune; an unexpected Occaſion hap'ned to call 
him into the Country ſoon after, and tho” he 
-took leave of her with all the tender Proteſta- 
tions imaginable, an Overture of Marriage be- 
ing there made him with a very agreeable Lady, 
tis thought he will eaſily be brought to accept 
it. Phil cr has heard the News, and to 
increaſe her Misfortune, finds herſelf with 
Child the Agonies ſhe now ſuſtains in a too 
late Repentance, are not to be deſcrib'd. Un- 
done in all which ought to be valuable, ſhe 
curſes the undoing "Tranſport ſhe ſo lately 
bleſt. and is ſufficiently convinc'd how infi- 
nitely to blame ſhe was, in indulging a Cu- 
rioſity which proved fo fatal to her Virtue, her 
Reputation, and her Peace of Mind; and which, 


*tis highly probable, will in a ſhort time be 
found fo to her Life. 


. 


